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early as the Commonwealth, but they are rare and no
specimen has come under our notice during the pre-
paration of this book. Examples on ball and claw feet
seem particularly in favour, and their value is rising.
The salver was a popular article with the Old Sheffield
Plate makers, for it lent itself to a great variety of
decorations. Mr. Bradbury illustrates over forty
examples, in many shapes, to which conventional
terms such as Chippendale and Hogarthian are attached
by way of describing the type. The salver affords in
either metal opportunity for studying style in relation
to decoration ; the borders occur with gadroon, straight
and diagonal, beaded, reeded, hexafoil, and relieved
with rosettes, shells, scrolls, dolphins, masks, oak and
vine leaf and combinations thereof. Salvers of Old
Sheffield Plate of the earlier period were tinned on the
underside, and may be regarded as older than those
that have a silver surface both top and bottom. A
few old tea trays have wooden bottoms under the
silver shell which forms the surface, such of course
are marked on the top or rim.
Card trays are yet another form of the type, but
a card tray need not necessarily be a flat plate-like
piece on a smaE centre foot, or three small feet. It
was, and still is, sometimes made as a shallow basket
with a bow handle. Such examples are commonly
pierced, and might without criticism be relegated to the
sweetmeat dish group.
SALVERS, WAITERS AND CARD TRAYS (Silver)
1720. A George I. salver, with moulded border;
n| in. diameter; weight 24 oz. 9 dwt, at
per ounce 385.